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affectionate gesture, even between babies. Many
a mother is as watchful of her three-year-old as of
her thirteen-year-old. At three, "Little girls don't
kiss little boys." At thirteen, "Nice girls don't let
boys ..." Yet touch activities are part of every
near and dear relationship. Babies become, with-
out them, little sawdust images, children solemn-
faced little old men and women, young people
reckless, nobody-cares persons, and adults grumpy
and snappy old cross-patches. We need the out-
ward as well as the inward assurances of affection
all along the way from childhood to old age. We
need them for the filling of our lamps and the
lighting of our ways.

The recognition of an awakening and develop-
ing sex nature in children and the maintenance of
a working harmony between it and other impulses
is one of the achievements of teachers in the early
grades. It is an especial achievement in view of the
many standards of conduct, of ideas and preju-
dices, of codes and beliefs governing sex interests
and sex teaching held by the parents of the chil-
dren whom they guide.

While the daily program continues with its
frankness in meeting questions, its naturalness in
toilet observances, its lack of sex consciousness in
dressing incidents, parents must be borne in mind